CHAPTER 6 
PRONOUNS 



This chapter is mainly concerned with pronouns other than subject pronouns, 
since the latter are all to be found in the verbal paradigms in Chapter 8, but it may 
be useful to list the subject pronouns here so as to allow easy comparison of these 
with the other pronouns listed in this chapter. Several subject pronouns occur with 
two different tones (e.g. a 3/4, be 3-2/4); for the distribution of these, see p. 63. Note 
5 and p. 64, Note 3. 

The pronouns are : 

1. Subject 



Indicative Mood 
S. 1 ne 1 P. 1 

2 — 2 

3 D, £ 2 3 

Subjunctive Mood 
S. 1 be 3-2/4 P. I 

2 be3 2 

3 bo, b£ 2 3 



a 3/4 
a2 
o, e 2 

ba3 
ba2 
bo, be 1 



Conditional Mood 

S. 1 ne 1/2 P. 1 ba 4-1/4 

2 ne 4-1/4 2 ba 1/2 

3 bD, be 1/2 3 bo, be 1/2 

Result Mood 

S. 1 ne 1/2 P. 1 a 4-3/4 

2 ne 4-3/4 2 a 1/2 

3 D, € 1/2 3 o, e 1/2 



2. 


Emphatic 








S. 1 mo 1 


P. 1 


amo 33 




2 mo 2/3 


2 


amo 13 




3 no, ns 2 


3 


no, ne 2 


Emp 


hatic pronouns occur: 
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(a) in emphatic verbal forms (see p. 77) like: 

nd tuda ne he said it 

24 4 4 

ne is 3rd pi. object pronoun. 

(b) with particle no in sentences Hke: 

md no 1 4 it's me. 

The 2nd sg. pronoun mo has tone 3 in both these types of sentence: 
n*3 dudo bla you pounded rice yesterday 

3 4 4 4 

nio no 3 4 it's you. 

The 1st and 2nd sg. emphatic pronouns occur in object position (see p. 101): 

ne yida mo ne I saw you 
For final ne in this sentence, see p. 104. 

3. Object 

S. 1 mo 1/2 



2 mo 2/3 

3 nD, ne 4 



P. 1 amo 32 

2 amo 12 

3 no, ne 4 



The 1st sg. pronoun mo has tone 1 after verbs, and tone 2 before postpositions: 

they called me 
near me. 



o dada mo ne 

2 2 2 12 

mo f£ 2 2-1 



The 2nd sg. pronouns mo (emphatic) and mo (object) have tone 3 following verb- 
final tone 4, and tone 2 after other verb-finals; they both have tone 3 before post- 
positions: 



4. Possessive 



o s£ mo ne 

2 4 3 3 

ne bida mo ne 

112 2 2 

mo fE 3 2-1 
ne dada no ne 

112 4 3 



S. 1 na 1/2 

2 na3 

3 3, £ 1 



they have praised you 

I beat you 

near you 
I called him 



P. 1 a3 

2 al 

3 o, e 1 
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The 1st sg. pronoun na has tone 1 before nouns with initial lexical tone 3-2, 4; it 
has tone 2 before nouns with initial lexical tone 1, 2-1, 2: 

na kae 2 14 my house 

na bla 1 4 my rice 

5. Relative 

Sg. D, 8 3/4 PI. o, e 3/4 

The relative pronouns have tone 4 when they occur before a verbal stem which has 
tone 4; in all other contexts they have tone 3. 

The relative pronouns correspond in EngUsh to both 'who' and 'whose'; they 
occur in sentences like : 

yu no 3 bu6 a yidD a ko ne the child whose father we saw is dead 

2-1 13 113 4 4 2 2 1 

kibo no o kia a yida o di ne the chiefs whose houses we saw yesterday have come 

1213 14 344222 

kg na D dida 3 tudo ne ne the chief who came yesterday said it 

1 1444233 4 4 

For particle ne which occurs finally in these three sentences, see p. 104; for no and 
no which occur as second word in these sentences, see p. 47. 

6. Antecedent of relative clause 

S. 1 ma 1 P. 1 amo 44 

2 ni9 4 2 amo 14 

3 ha, he 4 3 omo, emo 14; ho, he 4 

These occur in sentences like : 

ha na dida a tuda ne ne he who came yesterday said it 

Third person pronouns 

As will be seen from the above lists of pronouns, each series has two 3rd sg. pro- 
nouns and two 3rd pi pronouns. In the following description of the difference in 
usage between the members of these pairs, statements about pronouns a and £ are 
valid for all pronouns with vowels a and £ respectively; likewise for the plural pro- 
nouns o and e. 

In very general terms, a may be said to be used of large, important or valuable 
things, including human beings, and e of small, unimportant or worthless things. 

Many nouns are referred to by both a and e. A word denoting a part of the body, 
for example, is referred to by a when the part of the body in question is that of a 
human being or of a large animal like a sheep, goat, leopard or horse, but by s when 
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the part of the body is that of a small animal like a mouse, or of a bird or insect. 
Generally, in the case of things where a considerable range of sizes is possible, the 
larger specimens are referred to by d, and the smaller by e: dakae 'umbrella' is nor- 
mally referred to by d, but when a toy umbrella is denoted, this is referred to by £, 
Some things which are normally referred to by o may be referred to by e, this latter 
then having a strong contemptuous or insulting connotation. Even a person may 
be contemptuously referred to by £. 

Some small things, on the other hand, which are normally referred to by £ are 
referred to by d when the referent is unusually large or expensive: Qwund kp6b6 'lip' 
is normally referred to by e, but when it denotes a badly swollen lip, it is referred 
to by 3. 

Pronoun £ is used not only of small things but also of uncountables : 



bla nee 
do sugar 


gye impnsonment 
wade mercy. 




^here a vast quantity is denoted 


I, D is used: 




Pronoun 
pes5 sand £ 
peda mud £ 
ta darkness £ 


pe^ large area of sand 
peda large swampy area 
U solar eclipse 


Pronoun 

9 



The difference in usage between the plural pronouns o and e is not parallel to 
that between the singular pair; o refers to human beings, e to everything else. The 
latter may, however, refer to human beings, but it then has a strong contemptuous 
or insulting connotation. 
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CHAPTER 7 
VERBS 



A class is established of those words which occur after subjePt pronouns ne I 
or 'he, she, it' in the position occupied by du and lu in sentences like: 

ne du n£ ne I have pounded it 
ne lu ne I have swum. 



Some examples of words that occur in this position 


are: 


pi 


cook koda 


catch 


tu 


say pud6 


sell 


b9 


stop kpoda 


sew 


Qmona 


jump yeda 


wash clothes 


nyine 


arrive la 


kill 


Words of this class will be called Verbs. 





Mood 

On the basis of differences of subject pronoun, or of tone pattern, or of both, five 
sets of verbal forms are distinguished; these will be called Moods: 



1. Indicative Mood: 

nedubla 1 1 4 
o du bla 2 2 4 

2. Subjunctive Mood: 

bedubla 4 1 4 
bo du bla 2 2 4 

3. Conditional Mood: 

nedubla 2 1 4 
bodubla 2 1 4 

4. Result Mood: 

neduble 2 1 4 
o du bla 2 14 

5. Imperative Mood: 

du bla 2 4 



I have pounded rice 
they have pounded rice 

let me pound rice 
let them pound rice 

if I pound rice 
if they pound rice 

. . . (and) I have pounded rice 
. . . (and) they have pounded rice 

pound rice 
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The above five moods are distinguished for verbal phrases based on stems like du 
*pound', without auxiliary verb; in verbal phrases containing an auxiliary verb most 
of the above moods are distinguished and also one other mood, the optative. This 
latter is described in Chapter 9, where verbal phrases containing an auxiliary verb 
are described (see Table 3, p. 82). 

Tense 

Within the moods various tenses are distinguished by suflSx; the maximum number 
of tenses found within any one mood is six, and these are illustrated below for the 
indicative mood : 

Tense 1 : without suffix 

ne du bla I have pounded rice 

1 1 4 

ne pi bla I have cooked rice 

1 1 4 

Tense 2: with suffix unit -da — na 'before yesterday' 

ne duda bla I pounded rice before yesterday 

112 4 

ne pina bla I cooked rice before yesterday 

112 4 

Tense 3 : with suffix unit -dD — no 'yesterday' 

ne dudo bl^ I pounded rice yesterday 
111 A 

ne pinD blai I cooked rice yesterday 

111 4 

Tense 4: with suffix unit -£ -^ -£ 'today' 

ne due bla I pounded rice today; I shall pound rice today 

1 12 4 

ne pi2 bla I cooked rice today; I shall cook rice today 

1 12 4 

Tense 5: with suffix unit -a ^ -3 'tomorrow' 

ne dua bla I shall pound rice tomorrow 

1 12 4 

ne pia bla I shall cook rice tomorrow 

1 12 4 

Tense 6: with suffix unit -da '^ -na 'after tomorrow' 

ne duda bla 1 shall pound rice after tomorrow 

112 4 

ne pina bla I shall cook rice after tomorrow 

112 4 

Primary and secondary stems 

Two kinds of stem are distinguished: 
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1. Primary steins. 

These consist of the verbal root only: 
du pound 
wa break 

2. Secondary stems. 

These are formed from primary stems with suffix unit {-e} (see p. 28): 

dui be pounding 
WE be breaking 

Primary stems commonly have perfective meaning, secondary stems imperfective 
meaning; the correspondence of primary and secondary stems with perfective and 
imperfective meanings respectively is not exact, since (i) primary stems have imper- 
fective meaning in the indicative mood negative (see Table 2, p. 72), and (ii) secondary 
stems have perfective meaning in derivative verbs formed with suffix unit -e — e '^ 
-e ^ — £ '^ -2. 

Aspect 

In the indicative, subjunctive and conditional moods two aspects are distinguished; 
these are notionally a perfective and an imperfective: 



Perfective aspect : 
Imperfective aspect: 



ne duda bla ne 
ne duida bla ne 



I pounded rice 

I was pounding rice. 



For particle ne which occurs finally in these two sentences, see p. 104. 

Derivative verbs 

Derivative verbs are formed with the following affixes: 

1. -e '^ -S '^ -e '^ -c '^ -2 (see p. 33) 

This suffix occurs with secondary stems only, and these have perfective meaning 
in derivative verbs of this type. 
Derivative verbs of this type have three main meanings: 



(a) 


Dative: 










diiie Do bla 


pound rice for Do 


cf. du 


pound 




wee ne D6 


break it for Do 


cf. wa 


break 


(b) 


Causative: 










InieDd 


make Do swim 


cf. lu 


swim 




punie 


boil (trans.) 


cf. punu 


boil (intrans.) 
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Meanings (a) and (b) may occur in combination: 

ne duieda D6 bla I caused rice to be pounded for Do. 
(c) Passive : 

w€eda ne it was broken (by someone) 

Contrast the neuter : 

weda ne it broke, it got broken 

2. -di ^ -de ^ -ni ~ -ne (see p. 22) 

This suffix occurs with both primary and secondary stems. Derivative verbs of 
this type have instrumental meaning: 

o dudida bla su they pounded rice with a pestle 
dudida consists of du *pound' + -di 'instrumental' + -da 'before yesterday tense' 

o duidida bla su they were pounding rice with a pestle 
duidida consists of dui, secondary stem of du 'pound' + -di 'instrumental' + 
-da 'before yesterday tense' 

ne nene po€ kono I live by hunting 
nene consists of ne 'be, live' + -ne 'instrumental' 

3 fainina London lu (of an aircraft) it passed over London 
hinina consists of hi 'pass' + -ni 'instrumental' + -na 'before yesterday tense' 

to ns no 3 DU tee ke bla dudida ma this mortar is good for pounding rice in 
dudida consists of du 'pound' + -di 'instrumental' + -da 'verbal noun'. 

3 and 4. CV- (see p. 23) and -de ^ -ne 

These occur with both primary and secondary stems. Derivative verbs of this 
type have reciprocal meaning: 

a bibide ne we have beaten each other cf. bi beat 

a dododade ne we have missed each other cf. doda miss 

a kpokpade ne we have carried each other cf. kpa carry 

5. -de 1 'here' 

This occurs with both primary and secondary stems. 

o nede they are here cf. ne be 

6. -de ^ -de 'there' (of a wide or unspecified area) 

This occurs with both primary and secondary stems. 

mude they have gone there cf. mu go 
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7. -o ~ -6 *there' (of a particular place) 

This occurs with both primary and secondary stems; it has an alternant -bo ^ -b6 
which occurs in an obsolescent variety of speech. 
o mu6 they have gone there 

8. -d€2 

This occurs only after -ds 1, -de or -o, and specifies more exactly the place of the 
action. 

mude go there 

mudede go there (to that precise spot). 

Stems occur with combinations of the above affixes. The relative order of occurrence 
of these is set out in the following table: 



Prefix 


Verbal Stem 


Suffixes 


CV- 


(Primary or 


A 


B 


c 


D 


-e 'causative' 


-da 'before yest.' 


-dE 'here' 


-dE 




secondary) 


-de 'instrumen- 


-dD 1 'yest.' 


-de 'there' 


(see 8) 






tal' 


-£ 'today' 


-0 'there' 








-de 'reciprocal' 


-a 'tomorrow' 
-do 2 'after 

tomorrow' 







Suffixes Hsted in the same column are mutually exclusive; any of the above prefix 
and suffix positions may be unfilled in any particular utterance. Stems (both primary 
and secondary) can occur with any combination of affixes ordered according to the 
above table, subject only to the following restrictions: 

1. -e in col. A occurs only with secondary stems 

2. -de 'reciprocal' occurs only when prefix CV- occurs 

3. -dE in col. D occurs only if an item occurs in col. C. 

Some examples of stems and affixes ordered according to the above table are: 

a bibideda ne we beat each other before yesterday 
bibideda consists of bi (CV- prefix) + bi 'beat' + -de 'reciprocal' + -da 'before 
yesterday tense' 

ne dudi£ bla su ne I pounded rice with a pestle today 
dudiE consists of du 'pound' + -di 'instrimiental' + -e 'today tense' 
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ne duieddo Do bl» ne I pounded rice for Do there yesterday 
duieddo consists of dui, secondary stem of du, + -e *dative' + -da 'yesterday 
tense' + -o 'there' 

3 nene po€ kona he lives by hunting 
nene consists of ne 'live' + -ne 'instrumental'. 

Repetition 
Verb stems are repeated to express: 

1. Repeated action: 

i|mona ijmond jump repeatedly, keep on jumping 

4 4 J 3 

2. An action and the state resulting from it. This meaning may be made clearer 
by the following examples: 



yibo 23 
yib6 yibo 

2 3 3 3 


know 

have known for a long time 


di2 
di di 2 3 


come 

come and still be here 


ko2 

ko ko 2 3 


die 

die and still be dead 



Where tense suffixes occur, these are found with the first occurrence of the verbal 
stem; the second occurrence has level tone 3: 

te 3 koda ko since he died 

3-2 2 2 1 3 

te ne yiboda na yibo since I knew him 

3-2 113 2 4 3 3 

As already stated, five moods are distinguished by differences of subject pronoun 
and of tone pattern. The simplest description is achieved by a paradigmatic listing 
of forms; it will be sufficient to fist the forms for all moods in tense 1 only, since 
the forms for all other tenses can be predicted from these, together with the list of 
tense suffixes and the description of their tone patterns given later. 

Preliminary to this description it is necessary to group verbal stems on the basis 
of phonological shape and tonal behaviour. Described first are verbal stems of 
shape CV; these are arranged in four tone classes: 
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A 


B 


c 


D 


Tone 2-1 


Tone 2 


Tone 3 


Tone 3-2 


Tone 4 


bD stop 
ko die 
la kill 


bi beat 
du pound 
mu go 


ya bring 
ho be 

abundant 


gba sow 
hi pass 
nyi give 


gbe assemble 
p5 seek 
te descend 



All these verbs are cited with the tone which they have in the imperative mood. 
Tone class B has a sub-division which contains a few stems like ya 'bring', which 
have tone 3 in the imperative mood, but which are otherwise tonally identical with 
stems like bi 'beat', which have tone 2 in the imperative mood. 
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